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months, and then hired lodgings in another part of the: town finding himself as well situated at Birmingham'-1 as lu: .suppo.se he could be any where, while ho had no settled plan of lift:, an very scanty means of suh.sistenec, He made some valuab acquaintances there, amongst whom were Mr. Porter, a merce whose'widow he afterwards married, and Mr. Taylor', who 1; his ingenuity in mechanical inventions, and his success in trad acquired an immense fortune. Hut the comfort nf being ne.i Mr. Hector, hi.s old school-fellow and intimate friend, \v; Johnson's chief inducement to continue here.
In what manner he employed his pun at this period, ( whether he derived from it any pecuniary advantage, I ha' not been able to ascertain. lie probably got a lilllc mom from Mr. Warren ; and we are certain, that IK: executed he one piece of literary labour, of which Mr. Hector has favourc me with a minute account. Having mentioned that he had re: at Pembroke College a Voyage; to Abyssinia, by Lobo, Portuguese Jesuit, and that he thought an abridgment ai translation of it from the: French into Knglish might be ; useful and profitable publication, Mr, Warren and Mr. Heel, joined in urging him to undertake it, lie: aee-nrdingly agree* and the book not being to be found in Birmingham, he borrmvi it of Pembroke College, A part of the work being very MJI done, one Osborn, who was Mr, Warren's printer, wan Network with what was ready, and Johnson engaged to supply I
1 ' In the month of Juno 1733, I     beheld. I Uiicl horn unvoti),; dscu
find him resident in the house of A     crs, hut now I snwimrn awiikr. "Ill
person named Jams, at Hinning-     very Mop along Uir Mrrri r.l»iw
ham.1 Hawkins, p. 31. His wife's     alaeriiy, Kvc-iy man hei-mrd tu kn
maiden name was Jin-vis or Jerv'm.         what he W;IH about. Tltr fare*
* In 1741, lluuein, a runaway ap-     Oliver men M-rnu-cl linrturril \vith
prentice, arrived at Hirnviiigliam. lie     idles gloom j luit lu-tc with a plr.isj
nays,.....'I had never seen more limn     ak-i'inrss, Their a|i(ifar,im-<' v
live towns, Nottingham, Derby, Hur-     strongly marki-d with \\w. iniMlt-!*
ton, I.idifielel and Walsall, The out-     civil life,' Life nf If. S/itffiW, ji. 4 skirls of ihcsci were composed of ' Iliuion, in his. ticidimi of I
wretched dwellings, visibly stamped     Birmingham rimn of 1791, di-sc ribi
wilh dirt and pnvorty. Hut the build-     Uvc>. deslrurtion nf a Mr, Tayli
ings in the exterior of Birmingham     house, snys, 'The suns of |iliuu
rose in a -stylo of elegance. Thatch,     forgot that the prosperity of Itiimn
so plentiful in other places, was not     hum was owing to a Dissenu-r, fall
to be met with in this. The people     to the man whose properly ilii-y w
possessed a vivacity I had never     destroying;'ib. p. iHi,
prid half-timbered houses pulled down
